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Pseudomaihueniopsis Guiggi gen. nov.

Descriptio: Plants fruticose, much branched, forming small, low groups, with determinate growth;
roots tuberous; leaves small, conical, ephemeral; joints dark green to purplish, globose to
cylindrical or ovoid, tubercolate when young; areoles circular, slightly sunken, woolly, glochidiate,
distributed over the entire surface of the joints; glochids reddish-brown; spines purplish-black,
acicular, rigid, erect or spreading, rough, distributed only in the upper areoles; flower purplish to
reddish-orange, subapical, tepals mucronate, hypanthium covered with areoles more densely in the
upper part, these with bract-scales, wool and bristles, stigma exserted beyond the stamens; fruit
purplish-red, indehiscent, obpyriform or spherical, truncate, smooth, sharply umbilicate, thin-
walled, pulp purplish-red, juicy; seed reddish stained with pulp juice, comma-like, hard, rugose,
with a narrow funicular envelope. Typus generis: Pseudomaihueniopsis nigrispina (K. Schumann)
Guiggi. Etymologia: from the Greek pseudo false, referring to the resemblance to genus
Maihueniopsis Spegazzini. Distributio: western South America, above 2500 m.

Pseudomaihueniopsis nigrispina (K. Schumann) Guiggi comb. nov. (imago 1-2)

Basionymus: Opuntia nigrispina K. Schumann, Gesamtb. Kakt. 695 1899 (1898). Typus:
Argentina [erroneously cited as Bolivia in the protologue], Prov. Jujuy, Puna near Humahuaca, C.
Lorentz s.n., non servatus. Neotypus (Kiesling, 1984: 210): Argentina, Prov. Jujuy, Dept. Santa
Catalina, Santa Catalina, cerro, 10 Feb. 1980, P. Arenas et A. Dell Arciprete s.n. [1738 BACP, holo.
spec. vis., ico 44 in Iliff, 2002: 213]. Synonymi: Opuntia purpurea R.E. Fries, in Nova Acta Regiae
Soc. Sci. Upsal. ser. 4, 1(1): 123. (1905); Tephrocactus nigrispinus (K. Schumann) Backeberg in
Backeberg & Knuth, Kaktus-ABC 109, 1935 (1936); Platyopuntia nigrispina (K. Schumann) F.
Ritter, Kakt. Stidamerika, 2: 413 (1980) nom. incorr. (cfr. ICBN Art. 11.4, McNeill et al., 2012);
Maihueniopsis nigrispina (K. Schumann) R. Kiesling, in Darwiniana 25(1-4): 209 (1984).
Specimina visa: Bolivia, Prov. Chuquisaca, Depto. Sud-Cinti, Culpina, Nr. 7, F. Ritter FR 90 loc.1
[122004 SGO]; Argentina: Prov. Jujuy, La Quiaca, barren sandy slope, 2 Feb. 1917, J.A Shafer 79
[000100912 K]; Argentina: Prov. Jujuy, Abra Pampa, Apr. 1962, F. Ritter FR 90 loc.2 [125320
SGQO]. Distributio: N Argentina, S Bolivia.

Pseudomaihueniopsis nigrispina subsp. atroglobosa (Backeberg ex F. Ritter) Guiggi comb.
nov. Basionymus: Platyopuntia atroglobosa Backeberg ex F. Ritter, Kakt. Sudamerika, 2: 502
(1980), nom. incorr. (cfr. ICBN Art. 11.4, McNeill et al., 2012); Typus: Bolivia, Depto. Potosi,
Chiguana (Pot.), Mar. 1953, legit F. Ritter FR 95 [holo. spec. vis., ico 358 in Ritter, op. cit. 1980(2):
741]. Synonymi: Tephrocactus atroglobosus Backeberg, in Cactus (Paris) 17(73-74): 5 (Mar. 1962),
and Die Cact. 6: 3905 (26 Jun. 1962), nom. inval. (cfr. ICBN Art. 8.2, 40.1, McNeill et al., 2012);
Opuntia atroglobosa (Backeberg) R. Crook et Mottram, in Bradleya 13: 106 (1995); Maihueniopsis
nigrispina subsp. atroglobosa Backeberg ex Guiggi et Palacios, in Kakt. And. Sukk. 61(12): 330
(2010); Tephrocactus nigrispinus subsp. atroglobosus (Backeberg. ex F. Ritter) M. Lowry, Cact.
Syst. Init. 27: 23 (2012). Specimina visa: Chile, I Region, Prov. de Iquique, Com. de Colchane,
Sierra Chilani, 3550 m, 24 Dic. 02, R. Pinto 30 [156247 CONC]; Chile, I Region, Prov. de Iquique,
Com. de Colchane, Sierra Chilani, 3550 m, 5 Feb. 03, R. Pinto 31 [156248 CONC]. Distributio: SW
Bolivia, N Chile. Notes: Ritter’s name Platyopuntia atroglobosa is validated by reference to the
Latin diagnosis of Backeberg in Die Cactaceae, and the inclusion of a single element, the
illustration, which is therefore automatically the holotype. Maihueniopsis nigrispina ssp.



atroglobosa (F. Ritter) Guiggi & Palacios was published as though a new taxon with Latin
description, but with only the citation of seed as a holotype. There is, however, citation of the
basionym, thereby validating a new combination. Guiggi & Palacios (2010: 331) designated a Ritter
seed sample as the holotype, but this was preceded by Crook & Mottram's designation (Crook &
Mottram, 1995: 106). R. Mottram com. pers.

Images 1-2. Pseudomaihueniopsis nigrispina ssp. nigrispina in its habitat. 1: An example with the long
blackish spines (Jujuy, Humahuaca, Quebrada de Humahuaca, 18 km N of Humahuaca along Ruta Nacional 9
towards La Quiaca, 3300 m). Photo: Leuenberger & Eggli 4538. 2: A plant with the typical carmine flowers
(Jujuy, Humahuaca, 11 km S of Abra Pampa on Ruta Nacional 9 towards Tres Cruces (= 16 km N of Tres
Cruces), 3550 m). Photo: Leuenberger 4570.
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